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PEP-' APE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL.  ^ 

^ ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1953* 

Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen  - 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1953. 
As  I have  been  appointed  to  your  Council  quite  recently,  this  Report 
is  written,  so  to  speak,  on  behalf  of  my  predecessor.  I must 
apologise,  therefore,  for  the  fact  that  the  contents  are  largely 
factual  and  somewhat  concise.  „ — 


his 

resignation  in  August  to  take  up  an  appointment  abroad,..:;,... Dh  .A. E .Lorenze 
Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  acted  in  the  vacancy  until  the 
end  of  the  year,  except  during  October  when  Dr .Brown  resumed  duty  for 
a short  period.  Mr 0F.H. Bowden  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  a copy  of  whose 
Report  for  1953  is  appended,  held  the  apoointment  of  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  your  Council  throughout  the  year,  and  Mr .F . C. Weeks , 
C.S.I0B9,  M.R.San.I.,  Meat  & Pood  Cert.,  A .M . I .San  .E , , held  the  post 
of  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Clerical  Assistance  for  your  Medical  Officer  was  carried  out  at 
the  Asp land  Road  Health  Office,  Norwich,  as  in  the  previous  year. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  centralisation  of  the  work  of  the  health 
department  for  Area  5,  as  a whole,  is  good  administrative  policy. 

Apart  from  the  question  of  saving  time  and  travelling  expenses  the 
administrative  work  connected  particularly  with  the  control  of 
infectious  diseases,  food  poisoning,  milk  supplies,  and  housing, 
involves  very  often  more  than  one  Council  Area  at  one  and  the  same 
time.  Moreover,  the  centralised  office  permits  ready  communication 
with  those  officers  whcse  work  is  intimately  concerned  with  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  district  duties:  the  Welfare 

Officers,  the  Children's  Officer,  the  County  Surveyor,  the 
Bacteriologist,  and  other  County  Officers  whose  functions  have  a 
bearing  on  District  health  and  welfare  work. 

Vital  S ta  tls  tl  cs  „ 

(a)  Population „ The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  of 
Depwaae" Rural  District  at  18,040,  compared  with  18,020  in  1952, 

(b)  There  were  2 60  live  births  during  the  year  and  20  0 deaths.  In 
1952  there  v/ere  295  live  births  and  231  deaths.  The  crude  death 
rate  was  11„08  compared  with  11,4  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales, 
and  the  birth  rate  was  14.41  compared  with  15.5  for  England  and  Wales. 

(c)  There  were  eight  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age;  six  of 
these  deaths  were  due  to  congenital  defects  or  prematurity  and  two 
were  caused  by  lung  infections.  The  infant  mortality  rate  (i.e. 
deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births)  was,  therefore,  30.7 
compared  with  44.0  in  1952.  The  infantile  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  26.8.  There  were  five  still  births.  Details  of 
births  by  sexes  and  infantile  and  other  deaths  by  sexes,  age  groups, 
and  causes,  are  shown  in  the  Tables  in  the  appendix  to  this  Report. 

Inf e ctijou s Diseases. 

There  were  229  notified  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  details 
of  which  are  shown  in  Table  11 « 

(a)  Who oping-Cough , accounted  for  73  of  the  229  infectious  diseases 
notified.""  immunrsation  with  whooping-cough  vaccine,  as  approved  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  was  introduced  as  a County  Scheme  in  May  1953 
and  is  becoming  increasingly  popular.  The  vaccine  may  be  given 
separately  or  combined  with  the  diphtheria  antigen  so  that 
Inoculation  against  both  diseases  can  be  given  at  one  and  the  same 
time  * The  evidence  available  so  far  suggests  that  whooping-cough 
immunisation  is  not.  so  complete  as  that  for  diphtheria,  but,  if  not 
prevented  in  all  cases,  the  severity  of  the  attack  is . certainly 
lessened;  of  particular  importance  is  the  fact  that  immunisation  in 
the  early  months  of  life  reduces  considerably  the  high  infant 
mortality  from  whooping-cough  90  apparent  in  the  past, 
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(b)  Dlphther ia.  No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  and  only  two 
cases  nave  occurred  in  the  Depwade  Rural  District  area  during  the 
past  five  years.  To  keep  diphtheria  at  bay  it  is  considered  that  70$ 
of  persons  in  the  community  should  be  rendered  immune:  at  present 
something  like  90$  of  children  in  Area  5 are  entering  adult  life  with 
good  immunity.  Primary  immunisations  are  carried  out  by  general 
practitioners,  at  infant  welfare  centres,  and  at  schools.  The  giving 
of  single  "booster"  injections  In  schools  has  now  become  routine 
practice,  and  these  have  increased  from  453  in  1950  to  just  under  1,900 
in  1953  (Area  5).  Before  1941  diphtheria  claimed  about  2,500  deaths 
in  England  and  Wales  and  about  40,'.  00  to  50,000  children  suffered 

from  this  disease.  In  1952  there  were  only  376  cases  and  32  deaths. 
These  figures  are  cold  statistics  but  it  requires  little  warmth  of 
imagination  to  appreciate  what  these  figures  signify  in  the  prevention 
of  suffering  to  children  and  anxiety  to  parents;  moreover,  the 
saving  of  the  ccs  ts  of  hospitalisation  and  general  medical  expenses 
must  be  considerable.  But  what  of  the  cost  of  immunisation?  Here 
again  are  some  figures:  Total  Government  grants  to  local  health 
authorities  1952-53  were  approximately  18-|  million  pounds.  Out  of 
this  sum  an  item  such  as  ambulance  services  cost  4-|  million  pounds, 
while  the  cost  of  vaccination  and  immunisation  services  for  the  whole 
country  was  only  £243,00^. 

(c)  Scarlet  Fever.  Twenty-one  notified  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
occurred  in  Depwade  Rural  District  during  1953.  This  disease  has 
become  very  mild  in  character  and  responds  well  to  treatment  with 
penicillin  and  the  sulpha  drugs;  the  fact  that  the  disease  is  mild 
increases  the  danger  of  spread  through  "missed"  cases.  Strict 
precautions  to  control  the  spread  of  the  disease  are  still  maintained 
for  there  is  always  the  possibility  that  the  causative  organism  may 
again  assume  its  former  virulence. 

All  the  cases  notified,  with  one  exception,  were  young  children: 
the  cases  had  a scattered  distribution  throughout  the  District  and 
occurred  singly  or  in  groups  of  two  and  three. 

(d)  Acute  Poliomyelitis.  Two  cases  were  notified.  One  was  a 

non-paralytic  caseTn  a boy  of  13  years:  the  other  a paralytic  case 
in  a girl  four  years  old.  Considerable  attention  continued  to  be 

focussed  on  this  disease.  With  regard  to  control  measures  the  present 

position  may  be  summed  up  by  a quotation  from  the  World  Health 
Organisation  expert  committee. 

"The  accummula ted  laboratory  and  epidemiologica  1 e vidence  indicates 
that  poliomyelitis  is  a highly  infectious  disease  spread  by  intimate 
association  with  infected  persons.  It  is  probable  that  the  virus  is 
actually  transferred  directly  or  indirectly  by  means  of  pharyngeal 
excretions  and  faecal  matter". 

"The  standard  methods  of  control  as  applied  by  health  officers  with 
many  infectious  diseases  have  been  found  to  be  of  little  avail  in 
poliomyelitis.  Part  of  the  reason  for  the  apparent  failure  of 
isolation  and  quarantine  measures  to  check  the  spread  of  infection 
may  lie  in  the  fact  that  for  every  case  of  paralysis  there  may  be  a 
large  number  of  persons  with  mild  or  inapparent  infection.  However, 
virus  studies  have  shown  that,  during  epidemic  periods  the  virus 
is  found  mainly  in  the  intimate  associates  of  the  case.  It  appears 
possible,  therefore,  that  some  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  might  be  achieved  by  vigorous  quarantine  and  hygiene 
measures  directed  at  the  first  recognised  case". 

"Because  of  prolonged  excretion  of  virus  in  the  stools,  it  is 
probably  advisable  that  patients  should  be  isolated,  if  necessary  at 
home,  but  it  is  difficult  to  make  a firm  recommendation  as  to  the 
length  of  time  because  it  is  not  known  when  the  individual  case 
becomes  free  from  infection.  There  would  appear  to  be  much  to 
commend  the  practice  in  some  countries  of  isolating  cases  and 
quarantining  contacts  for  three  wee ks . Under  conditions  where  virus 
may  spread  rapidly,  such  as  nursery  schools  and  residential 
nurseries,  it  may  be  desirable  to  exclude  convalescent  poliomyelitis 
cases  for  several  weeks". 


2. 


(e)  Tuber culos is . Twelve  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  in 

"1953  compared  with  nineteen  cases  in  1952.  Family  contacts  of  cases 
are  X-rayed  and  supervised  by  the  Norwich  Chest  Clinic  and  susceptible 
family  contacts  are  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  Special  attention  is 
paid  to  home  sanitation  and  hygiene  in  houses  where  cases  occur.  The 
Health  Visitor  plays  an  important  part  in  this  wo rk.  Where  necessary 

the  family  in  which  a case  occurs  is  given  priority  for  re -housing. 

(f ) Cancer . Deaths  due  to  cancer  were  13.5  per  cent  of  total  deaths. 

In  1^5  2 the  percentage  was  13.8  and  16.0  in  1951. 

(g)  18  cases  of  bacillary  dysentery  (Sonnes  Bact.  dysenteriae)  were 
notified.  Sixteen  of  these  occurred  in  the  Pulham  Market  - Pulham 
St. Mary  area.  All  the  cases  occurred  in  May  or  June.  In  a number 
of  instances,  several  members  of  one  family  were  affected.  - The 
origin  of  the  outbreak  was  not  detected. 

Water  Supplies. 

Details  of  local  water  supplies  are  given  in  the  Report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  which  follows  this  Report. 

The  question  of  the  fluoridation  of  water  supplies  has  been 
discussed  in  previous  Annual  Reports.  There  is  little  to  add  to 
what  has  already  been  said  on  the  desirability  of  introducing  this 
useful  public  health  measure  approved  by  the  medical  profession  as  a 
whole  . 

School  children  today  have  a fair  share  of  tension  and  anxiety: 
They  have  to  put  up  with  embarrassing  medical  and  dental  inspections; 
they  are  jabbed  with  needles  and  lucky  if  they  escape  the  tedium  of 
foot  exercises:  the  ear-nose -and-throat  specialist  is  perpetually 

ready  to  pounce;  worst  of  all  are  the  horrors  of  the  dentist's 
chair.  These  disturbances  are,  of  course,  for  ultimate  good  but 
anything  that  contributes  to  easing  the  pangs  of  growing-up  should 
be  vigorously  pursued.  The  arrest  of  dental  decay  would  be  a 
precious  gift  to  otherwise  healthy  children  and  fluoridation  of  water 
supnlies  is  the  sensible  way  to  offer  it. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  mention  the  fact  that  the  arrest  of 
dental  decay  means  a considerable  saving  of  public  money. 

The  Government  Mission  sent  to  the  United  States  in  February  1952 
to  report  on  fluoridation  was  quite  satisfied  that  considerable 
benefit  would  result  from  the  addition  of  fluorides  to  drinking  water 
which  is  naturally  (or  unnaturally)  lacking  in  the  quantity  required 
to  assist  the  growth  and  health  of  teeth.  That  the  considered 
opinion  of  this  Mission  has  not  been  generally  accepted  by  public 
opinion  everywhere  is  not  in  the  least  surprising.  Distrust  of  the 
experts  - men  carefully  trained  by  the  community  to  seek  the  truth 
and  give  the  answers  - is  well  recognised,  while  the  unrestrained 
babble  of  the  misinformed  is  accepted  as  gospel.  Patience,  however, 
must  go  hand-in-hand  with  progress  in  public  health  and  correct 
results  attained  with  the  inevitability  of  gradualness. 

As  far  as  Depwade  district  is  concerned  it  appears  that  what 
is  required  at  the  moment  is  investigation  into  the  mechanics, 
economics,  and  the  degree  of  skilled  supervision  necessary  for 
fluoridation  of  the  local  water  supply. 

Milk. 

(a)  "Designated"  and  "Non-des  ignated"  Milk.  The  designated  milks  are: 
"T ub e r cu  1 i n Te s t e d Milk"  (milk  from  herds  officially  certified  as  free 
from  tuberculosis  and  known  as  "attested"  herds):  "Accredited  Milk" 
(milk  from  a single  herd  the  animals  in  which  are  submitted  to 
periodic  veterinary  examinations);  "Pasteurised  Milk"  (milk  to  which 
special  heat  treatment  is  given  sufficient  to  destroy  the  tubercle 
bacillus  and  other  pathogenic  organisms).  Pasteurised  milk  is  not, 
of  course,  the  same  thing  as  milk  designated  as  "Sterilised"  milk; 
pasteurised  milk,  if  it  is  to  remain  fresh  for  a reasonable  length 
of  time,  must  be  clean  before  pasteurisation.  There  is  no 
significant  difference  in  nutritive  value  between  raw  and 
pasteurised  milk0  3» 


The  question  is  often  asked,  ''How  much  of  the  milk  sold  for 
human  consumption  is  'safe1  and  how  much  is  sold  'raw'?  About 
80%  of  milk  sold  for  human  consumption  in  England  and  Wales  is 
designated  milk. 

Without  carrying  out  a f arm  - to -f arm  survey,  it  is  not  possible 
at  the  moment  to  give  figures  showing  the  quantity  of  'safe'  milk 
sold  compared  with  'raw’  milk  in  your  Council  Area.  But  out  of  a 
total  of  396  producer -re  toilers  and  producer-wholesalers,  156  produce 
milk  from  T.T. herds  and  24  produce  accredited  milk.  Of  the  remainde 
many  send  milk  to  pasteurisation  plants  and  the  balance  is  sold  raw. 
Further  detailed  information  on  this  subject  is  being  sought  in  the 
light  of  the  possible  introduction  of  compulsory  pasteurisation  in 
the  future.  There  are  20  retail  dairies  all  of  which  sell  either 
T.T.  milk  or  pasteurised  milk  or  both. 

(b)  Milk  and  Disease.  The  common  milk-borne  diseases  of  man  are 
tuberculosis,  Typhoid  fever,  scarlatina,  septic  sore  throat,  undulant 
fever,  diphtheria  and  infantile  diarrhoea.  Dysenteries  and  diseases 
caused  by  food  poisoning  or  septic  organisms,  and  foot-and-mouth 
disease,  are  less  common. 

All  milk  supplies  are  sampled  throughout  the  year  by  the  staff 
of  the  County  Sanitary  Officer,  and  pasteurisation  plants  frequently 
inspected.  Action  is  taken  by  your  Medical  Officer  on  reports 
received  dealing  with  infected  milk. 

Ten  reports  of  milk  infected  with  Brucella  abortus  were 
received  from  the  Depwade  Rural  District  Area,  during  the  year. 

Action  under  Part  VII  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949 
(Provisions  with  regard  to  Infection  of  Milk)  was  taken  in  eight  of 
these  cases.  Necessary  action  was  taken,  also,  in  one  reported  case 
of  tubercle  bacillus  in  milk. 

In  cases  w here  bulk  samples  (taken  from  herd)  are  found  to  be 
positive  for,  say,  tubercle  bacilli  or  brucella  abortus,  restriction 
is  placed  on  the  milk  supply,  if  it  is  sold  raw,  until  the  individual 
offending  animal  (or  animals)  has  been  detected.  The  restriction 
is  then  applied  to  the  infected  animal,  or  animals,  only.  Cows 
Infected  with  tuberculosis  and  excreting  tubercle  bacilli  in  the 
milk  are  usually  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1938.  In 
the  case  of  Brucella  abortus  infections,  cows  are  considered  infected 
for  the  duration  of  the  current  lactation  period  and  are  re-sampled 
when  they  come  into  milk  again.  In  practice,  most  infected  cows 
find  their  way  to  the  slaughter-house,  which  is  the  best  solution, 
for  there  is  reason  to  believe  a brucella  abortus  infection  may  be 
permanent. 

(c)  Milk  from  farm  to  consumer.  Your  Medical  Officer  visited  the 
Milk~¥arke  ting  Board  depot  at  Harford  Bridges  and,  having  inspected 
the  plant,  was  given  full  information  regarding  the  methods  to 
ensure  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  treated  at  the  plant.  The 
manager  of  the  plant  is  most  anxious  to  ensure  that  the  milk  reaches 
the  retailers  in  the  best  condition  possiblo  and  there  is  little  to 
criticise  in  the  methods  used  to  produce  a clean,  safe  milk. 

The  main  difficulty  lies  in  the  time  factor  between  bottling 
and  delivery  to  the  retailer:  in  winter,  milk  is  sent  out  from  the 
cooling  rooms  in  the  afternoon  for  delivery  to  consumers  next 
morning;  in  hot  weather  milk  is  held  up  in  the  cooling  rooms  until 
8 p.m.  and  is  delivered  throughout  the  night  until  6 a.m.  The 
change-over  from  cold  weather  system  to  the  hot  weather  system  may, 
however,  take  48  hours  and  naturally  requires  a good  deal  of 
judgment.  It  is  hoped  to  make  the  change. an  automatic  one  - 
introducing  the  night  delivery  system  automatically  from  Is t May 
to  the  lst  October]  a project  for  delivery  to  retailers  in 
insulated  vans  is  also  under  consideration.  The  greatest 
difficulty  lies,  however,  in  the  final  stage  - delivery  by 
retailer  to  consumer.  Many  retailers  have  no  provision  for  keeping 
milk  waiting  for  delivery  properly  cooled,  neither  can  the  consumer 
be  sure  of  the  exact  age  of  the  milk  when  it  is  delivered  Into  his 
hands.  There  is,  however,  a code  cypher  on  M.M.B.  milk  bottles 
which  indicates  the  date  on  which  .the  milk  is  dispatched  from  the 
pasteurisation  depot. 


Sewage  and  Refuse  Disposal . 


The  present  position  under  this  item  is  contained  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

Hous ing. 

The  position  with  regard  to  housing  and  re -housing  in  1953  is 
described  In  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report  attached  to  this  Report. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  and  most  responsible  task  of  your  Council 
is  the  provision  of  adequate  housing  of  a good  standard;  but  in 
carrying  out  this  duty  it  is  some  consolation  to  know  that 
satisfactory  housing  is  the  essential  key  which  opens  the  way  to 
improvement  in  public  health.  Without  the  foundation  of  good 
housing  the  whole  structure  of  public  health  is  insecure. 

The  benefits  of  good  housing  aro  more  far-reaching  than  may 
immediately  appear:  by  checking  overcrowding,  tuberculosis  is 
prevented  and  more  easily  contained  and  cured;  the  spread  of 
infectious  diseases  is  checked  and  isolation  of  infectious  cases  is 
more  easily  arranged  in  the , home;  the  provision  of  handy  washing 
facilities  makes  personal  hygiene  less  of  a problem  and  so  contributes 
considerably  to  the  control  of  the  many  diseases  conveyed  by  unwashed 
hands;  proper  facilities  for  food  storage  lessens  the  chances  of 
food  poisoning*  above  all  the  mental  effect  of  a good  home,  by 
stimulating  a sense  of  well  being  and  security  among  so  many  families 
makes  an  essential  contribution  to  the  morale  of  the  entire 
communi ty . 

Mothers  with  poor  home  conditions,  discouraged  and  frustrated, 
find  little  time  or  inclination  to  avail  themselves  of  the  public  health 
amenities  provided  for  them  and  their  children. 

Conclusion . 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  the  Officers,  members  of  the  Council,  and  staff, 
for  the  great  kindness,  courtesy  and  help  extended  to  him  since  his 
recent  appointment  to  your  Council,  and  to  the  Chief  Clerk  and  staff 
at  the  Central  Office,  Norwich,  for  the  considerable  work  carried  out 
in  the  preparation  of  annual  reports. 


M . B , , Ch . B . , D . P . H, 
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Table  ] 


GE FERAL  S TATIS  TI CS  . 


Area  ( in  acres  ) 

Estimated  Resident  Population 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


79,742 
18 , r40 
£56,138 
£236 


Table  2. 


Table  3. 


Table  4. 


Table  5. 


LIVE  BIRTHS  . 


Le  gi  timate 

Illegi  timate 

-ales 

Females 

Total 

115 

3 

■ 135 

7 

250 

lr' 

Total 

118 

L_  .... 

142 

2 60 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

of  estimated  Resident  Population 

Dew  ade  Rural  District 

14.41 

(Area  5 . . 

• • • 

• • • • 

14.38) 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Males 

Female  s 

Total 

T e gi  tima  te 

2 

3 

5 

Illegi  tima  te 

- 

— 

- 

To  tal 

2 

3 

5 

S t ’ 1 1 Bi  r th  R a te 

per  1,000 

total  births 

Depwade  Rural  Di 

s tr  i c t 

. . . 18.8 

(Area  5. . 

• • • 

• • • • 

...  1 

7.1) 

DEATHS 

( all  ages  ) . 

Males 

Females 

Total 

107 

93 

200 

Crude  Death  Rate 

per  1,0 CO 

of  estimated  Resident  Population. 

Depwade  Rural  District 

...  11.08 

(Area  5 . . 

• • • 

lr  .9  ) 

INFANT 

MOR  TALI  TY . ( De  a ths 

of  Infants  under 

Mjales 

Female  s 

Total 

Legi  timate 

- 

7 

7 

Illegi  tima  te 

1 

- 

1 

To  tal 

1 

7 

8 

Year  ) 


Infant  Mortality  per  1,09'''  Live  Births. 

Depwade  Rural  District  ...  30.7 

(Area  5...  ...  •••  34.8) 

NOTE  Area  5 comprises  Depwade  & Loddon  R.D’s  and  Diss  3c  Wymondham  U. 

6 . 


Tab le  6 


CAUSE  "F  DEATH  "F  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR . 


21.  ( ther  circulatory  diseases. 

23.  Pneumonia. 

25.  (ther  diseases  of 

respiratory  system. 

31.  Congenital  malforma tions . 

32.  Other  defined  & i 

QlSuaSGS  • 

Males 

Females 

To  tal 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Totals 

1 

7 

8 

Table  7.  CAUSE  "F  T(  TIL  DEATHS  (Regis  trar -General ) . 


Male  s 

Females 

To  tal  j 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory. 

2 

mm 

' 2 

2,  Tuberculosis,  other. 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease. 

2 

- 

2 

4.  Diphtheria. 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whoopi rg  Cough. 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Merir gococcal  infections. 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles. 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

“ 

diseases  . 

1 

- 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung 

2 

1 

3 

br  o n chu  s . 

5 

- 

5 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

- 

1 

1 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

14.  C-ther  malignant  and  Lymphatic 

*“ 

2 

2 

neoplasms . 

1C 

6 

16 

15  . Leukemia , Aleukemia . 

1 

1 

2 

16.  Diabetes . 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

— 

"• 

sys  tern. 

14 

18 

32 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

11 

6 

17 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

- 

1 

1 

20.  other  heart  diseases. 

26 

25 

51 

21.  o ther  circulatory  diseases. 

8 

5 

13 

22.  Irfluenza. 

- 

1 

1 

23.  Pneumonia. 

3 

6 

9 

24.  Bronchitis. 

5 

2 

7 

25.  "ther  diseases  of  respiratory 

sys  tern. 

_ 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

- 

1 

1 

27.  .Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea. 

- 

- 

- 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

- 

2 

2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

3".  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and 

5 

5 

abor  ti  on . 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations. 

- 

1 

1 

32.  Other  defined  & ill-defined. 

? 

10 

19 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

1 

1 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents. 

1 

1 

2 

35.  Suicide. 

1 

2 

3 

36.  Homicide  & operations  of  war. 

— 

— 

Totals 

107 

93 

20  0 

1 

7 


.Table  8.  N'  TIFI  CATIONS  i F DEATHS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 

(According  to  Age  Groups ) 


Ma  le  s 

Females 

To  tal 

Under 

1 year 

1 

7 ^ 

8 

1 

and 

under 

5 

1 

1 

5 

n 

ii 

lr 

- 

]0 

n 

ii 

2r 

- 

1 

1 

20 

ti 

ii 

30 

- 

- 

5r'- 

It 

ii 

40 

1 

I 

2 

40 

tl 

t! 

50 

1 

2 

3 

50 

It 

II 

60 

11 

3 

14 

60 

ft 

1! 

70 

18 

10 

28 

70 

II 

II 

80 

48 

27 

75 

80 

li 

It 

90 

23 

30 

*3 

90 

ft 

11 

100 

5 

10 

15 

10  0 

and 

over 

— 

- 

- 

To  tal 

— . . i.  , - 

i 

! 

1 

CO 

rH 

1 

92 

200 

It  is  pointed  out  that  there  is  a discrepancy  be  twee  r the 
sexes  of  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  in  this  table  which  is  based  on 
actual  death  notifications  received  and  those  of  Tables  4 and  7 which  are 
compiled  from  information  given  by  the  Regis  trar -General. 


Table  9.  SUMMARY  OF  BIRTH  AND'  DEATH  RATES  COMPARED  WITH 

AREA  5 , AND  THE  WH'  LE  F ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1°52  • 

1953 

live  Births  (per  l,on'  pop.) 

De pwade  Rural  D^  s tr  ° c t. 

Area  5. 

E r g 1 an d and  W ales. 

( 321  ) 

19.1 
18.6 
2'  .5 

(308) 

17.3 

15.7 

10.9 

(252) 

16.7 

14.5 

16.7 

(267) 

14.8 

14.9 
15.8 

(287) 

15.8 

15.4 

15.5 

(295) 

16.3 
15.6 

15.3 

(2  60  ) 

14.4 
14.3 

15.5 

S t ° ] 1 Births  (per  1 , n'r 
total  Births  T 

(11) 

(11) 

(4) 

(3) 

(5) 

(12) 

(5) 

Depwade  Rural  District. 

33.1 

34.4 

13.2 

11.1 

17.4 

39  .0 

18.8 

Area  5. 

27.8 

30.4 

27.0 

23,0 

25.8 

28.0 

17.1 

England  and  Wales. 

- 

— 

— 

— 

22.6 

22.4 

Crude  Deaths  (per  1,(0*:  pop.) 

(251) 

(217) 

(252  ) 

(240) 

(256) 

(231) 

(200) 

Depwade  Rural  District. 

14.9 

12.2 

14.0 

13.3 

14.1 

12.8 

11.0 

Area  5. 

12.7 

12.9 

13.3 

12.1 

14.0 

12.6. 

1C.  9 

England  and  Wales. 

12.  C 

10.8 

11.7 

11.6 

12.5 

11.3 

11.4 

Infant  Mortality  (per  l,r'00 

Live  Births) 

(11) 

(8) 

(9) 

(6) 

( 6 ) 

(13) 

(8) 

Depwade  Rural  District. 

34.2 

25.9 

31.4 

22.4 

20.9 

44.0 

30.7 

Area  5. 

32.4 

31.8 

21. r' 

14.5 

27.5 

28.8 

34.8 

England  and  Wales. 

41.o 

34.0 

32. r 

29.8 

29.6 

27.6- 

26.8 

N''  TE  Figures  in  bra  eke  ts  are  the  actual  numbers  for  Depwade  R.D. 


8. 


. TABLE  10 


1955  - VITAL  STATISTICS 

Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality 
and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1953. 
Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


lr 

1 

1 

England 

& 

Wales 

160  County 
Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns 
( including 
London ) 

i 

150  Smaller 

Tcwns  (Resident 
Popula  ti on 

25, 000-50, Cr0 
a t 1951  Census  ) 

Area 

5 

Bir  ths 

Rates 

; per  1 , 0 '0  Home 

3 Population 

Live  Bir  ths  ...  ... 

15.5 

17.0 

/ 15.7 

14.3 

S ti  11  Bir  ths ( 

r .35 

0.43 

0.34 

0.25 

( 

22.4(a) 

24.8(a) 

j 21.4(a) 

1 

17.1(a) 

Deaths 

i 

f 

All  Causes  

11.4 

12.2 

11.3 

10.9 

Typhoid  & paratyphoid 

C .00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

.01 

0 .01 

0.00 

o.ec 

Diphtheria  

0.00 

0 .00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuber culos is 

C .20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.07 

Influerza  

C . IS 

C . 15 

0.17 

0 . 1 

Smallpox  

0 .00 

C .00 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

(including  polioenceph- 

ali  tis  ) 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

o.co 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.32 

Notifications ( Corrected ) 

Typhoid  fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  fever  ... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Meningococcal  infectior 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

C.OC 

S carle t fever 

1.39 

1.50 

1.44 

0.87 

Whooping  cough  ... 

3.58 

3.72 

3.38 

4.17 

Diphtheria  

0.01 

0.^1 

0.O1 

0.00 

Erysipelas  

n . 14 

0.14 

0 . 13 

0.27 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

12.36 

11.27 

12.32 

2.72 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

0.84 

0.92 

0.76 

0.90 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

(including  polioenceph- 

ali tis ) ... 

Paralytic 

0.07 

0 .06 

0.06 

0.12 

Non-paralytic  ... 

0 . 0 4 

0.03 

0.04 

0.00 

Pood  poisoning  ... 

0.24  % 

'•  .25 

0.24 

0.32 

Puerperal  pyrexia  . . . 

18.23(a) 

24.33(a) 

12.46(a) 

5.13(a) 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

De  a ths 

All  causes  under 

1 year  of  age 

26.8(b) 

30  .8 

24.3 

34.8 

Enteritis  & diarrhoea 

i 

under  2 years  of  age. 

| 1.1 

1.3 

0.9 

0.0 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

(b)  Per  1,00;'*  related  Live  Births. 
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Table  10  (Continued) 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  IP  ENGLAND  ar.d  WALES  . 


Intermediate  List  No. 

Number 

Rates  per  1,0PC 

Rates  per 

and  cause. 

of 

Total  (Live  & 

million  women 

Dea  ths 

S till ) Births  . 

aged  15-44 

A115.  Sepsis  of  pregnancy, 

childbirth  and  the 
puerper ium  ...  ... 

68 

0.10 

A116.  (Abortion  with  toxaemia. 

7 

■ .a 

1 

(r  ther  toxaemias  of 
( pr  e gn  an  cy  a nd  the 
( nuerper ium  ...  ... 

166 

r .24 

AH'7.  Haemorrhage  of 

pregnancy  and  child- 
bir  th  ...  ... 

90 

o.l3 

A118.  Abortion  without 

mention  of  sepsis  or 
tnxaemi a ...  ... 

30 

".04 

3 

A 1 1 9 . Abor  ti  nn  w 1 th  sepsis. 

39 

r 6 

4 

A120.  Other  complications 

of  pregnancy,  child - 
bir  th  and  the  ' 

! 

puerper Ium  

125  j 

0 . 18 

! 

Cable  11.  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  'XJBERCULDSIS  \ $ 

TaCCORDING  TO  A~GE  GROUPS  ;' 


Under 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9  ] 

1"  -14 

15-24 

Over 

To  tal 

1 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

25 

car  let  fever. 

, , 

_ 

4 

15 

1 

1 

21 

ieas  les  . 

1 

12 

11 

55 

6 

1 

2 

88 

Tiooping  Cough. 

2 

16 

17 

30 

8 

- 

- 

73 

’nuemonia . 

— 

— 

«- 

— 

1 

1 

14 

16 

nfective  Jaundice. 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

rysipelas . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

6 

>ysentery  (Sonne). 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

- 

8 

18 

ood  Poisoning. 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

phthalmia  Neonatorum. 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

cute  Poliomyelitis 
(Paralytic ). 

m m 

1 . 

1 

. 

2 

cute  Poliomyelitis 
( Non-par aly tic ) . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

5 

31 

34 

H3 

19 

4 

33 

229 

Table  12 


-I F CIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DUKHMU  1953  jU'mtut 

TIBER  CULr  £ IST~*~  “ 


QUAR  TERS 

- 

Is  t 

2nd 

3rd 

4 th 

To  tal 

S carle  t Fever . 

8 

8 

1 

4 

21 

Whooping  Cough. 

2 

2 

11 

58 

73 

Me as les  . 

5 

8 

18 

57 

88 

Pneumonia . 

7 

6 

- 

3 

16 

Erys ipe las . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

Infective  Jaundice. 

2 

- 

2 

Food  Poisoning. 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Dysentery  (Sonne). 

- 

15 

2 

1 

18 

( phthalmia  Neonatorum. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

( Par  a"!  y tic  ) . 



1 

1 

2 

Total 

25 

41 

36 

127 

229 

Table  13  . INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  T „B  , ) 

DURING  LAST  FIVE  YEARS 


i 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Scarlet  Fever. 

3r 

45 

13 

12 

21 

Whooping  Cough. 

97 

189 

154 

71 

73 

Me as les  . 

33 

418 

15 

326 

88 

Pneumonia . 

34 

25 

45 

26 

16 

Erysipelas . 

6 

11 

6 

5 

6 

Infective  Hepatitis, 

17 

16 

9 

5 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
( Paraly  ti c ) . 

)3 

7 

2 

2 

( Non-par aly tic ) . 

)- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Encephali  tis  ( Inf  e c tive  ) . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection. 

— 

2 

- 

- 

- 

"Malaria . 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning. 

3 

1 

4 

2 

Weil ’s  Disease . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Undulan t Fever . 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Dysentery . 

1 

- 

- 

60 

18 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Diph  ther ia . 

i 

- 

- 

1 

- 

To  tal 

223 

727 

247 

512 

229 

11 


Table  14 


TU  3ER  CU  H S IS  . ( Details  of  lew  Cas  e s during:  1955  ) 


Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary  j 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-4 

1 

_ 

5-14 

- 

- ■ ■ 

1 

1 

15-24 

4 

- 

— 

— 

25-34 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

35-44 

— 

- 

- 

45-54 

- 

1 

— 

_ 

55-64 

— 

- 

1 

- 

65- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

7 

1 

3 

1 

Table  15. 


Table  16. 


TUBERCULOSIS  (NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  T.B , REGISTER  ENDED  at  3l/l2/g 


Ma  le  s 

Female  s 

To  tal 

Pulmonary 

38 

28 

66 

Non -pulmonary 

13 

12 

25 

Total 

51 

40 

91 

DETAILS  OF  NED  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  LAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

19  53 

Pulmonary  M) 

8 

5 

4 

7 

7 

F) 

2 

5 

5 

7 

1 

Non- Pu lmon  ar  y M ) 

7 

3 

1 

2 

3 

F) 

2 

5 

7 

3 

1 

To  tal 

19 

19 

17 

19 

12 

Area  5.  Total 

34- 

31 

36 

43 

24 

Tbble  17.  PI  PHTHEP  T A IA  U MIS  A Tin  N . 

The  following  is  the  number  of  notifications  of  primary  and 
booster  in  lections  received  during  the  last  four  years  in  respect  of 
Area  5, 


Primary  In  .lections 

Booster  Injections 

TO  trj.  1 9 

Ui  der 

5 

Age 

5-14 

Under 

5 

Ase 

5-14 

1953 

493 

392 

36 

1,855 

2, 776 

1952 

371 

95 

15 

598 

1,070 

1951 

4u0 

70 

9 

178 

717 

1950 

487 

100 

6 

447 

1,040 

12 


Table  18 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 


The  state  of  vaccination  of  children  born  during  the  years 
1949  to  1953  resident  in  the  Districts  and  Area  5,  is  shown  in  the 
following  table. 


De  pwade 

R.D. 

Area  5 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Number  of  Live 
births  registered. 

300 

267 

287 

295 

2 60 

616 

590 

617 

623 

574 

Number  of 
vaccinations 

/ 

0 

0 

re  corded . 

213 

180 

196 

171 

141 

349 

345 

377 

375 

324 

Per cen  tage 
vaccina  ted . 

71,0 

67.4 

68.3 

57.9 

54.2 

56.6 

58.4 

61.1 

60.1 

59.5 

0 Figures  incomplete. 


Table  19  . DEATHS  DUE  TO'  CANCER  - DEPWADE  R ,D  . 


1947 

1948 

1949  ' 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Number  of  deaths. 

26 

41 

29 

49 

41 

32 

27 

Percentage  of  total 

dea  ths . 

10.3 

18.9 

11.5 

20.4 

16.0 

13.8 

13,5 

Table  19  (a)  DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  (AREA  5) 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Number  of  deaths. 

59 

83 

82 

84 

86 

82 

74 

Percentage  of 

dea  ths . 

11.7 

16.9 

16.8 

17.3 

15.3 

16.3 

16.9 

13 


■SANITARY  INSP  ACT  OR ' S Ai-  iUAl  RE:?  CRT . 

1953.  « , 

HOUSING-  ■ 

(a)  General . The  total  number  of  separate  untis  of  dwe lling 
accommodation  in  the  District  at  1.6.33* (as  shown  in  the  Rate  Book) 
was  6081  - an  increase  of  69  from  the  same  time  the  'previous  year. 
This  figure  excludes  all  vacant  dwellings  subject  to  statutory 
orders  and  others  unsuitable  for  further  habitation.  Based  on  the 
1951  Census  population  of  18,152  this  gives  an  average  occupation 
figure  of  2.985  persons  per  house. 

(b ) Action  under  Sections  9 and  11,  Housing  Act  ,1936,  The  unsatis"- 
factory  economic  position  regarding  low  rents  and  high  building 
costs  having  continued  for  yet  another  year,  without  legislation 
to  amend  the  situation,  I have  to  report  that  service  of  notices 
under  Section  9 has  not  been  considered  to  be  reasonable,  and 
action  for  the  repair  of  existing  dwellings  has  been  confined  to 
informal  requests  to  owners  to  carry  out  the  most  essential  works 
to  maintain  premises  in  a reasonably  habitable  state.  Generally 
speaking  owners  have  been  co-opera.tive  in  this  respect  but  in  the 
case  of  4 dwellings,  the  necessary  repairs  were  only  carried  out 
following  the  service  of  notices  under  the  nuisance  section  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  1936. 

Action  under  Section  11,  resulted  in  Demolition  Orders  being 
made  in  respect  of  11  houses,  and  3 Undertakings  were  accepted  that 
dwellings  would  not  be  let  again  for  human  habitation,  but 
permitting  their  use  as  stores* 

Continuing  the  policy  of  the  Council-,  (started  in  1952)  to  get 
all  empty  houses  subject  to  statutory  orders  demolished,  action 
taken  during  the  year  has  resulted  in  38  dwellings  being  demolished 
(32  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  and  6 - Undertakings).  In  the  case 
of  2 owners  (involving  5 cottages  in  all)  the  work  was  carried  out 
by  the  Council  in  default. - 


The  number  of  houses  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  and  Under- 
takings still  standing  in  the  District  at  31*12.53*  was  as 
follows  s - 

D. Os . Undertakings. 

No.  of  houses  still  occupied  .....  36  17 

No.  of  houses  vacant  ......  ..  59  50 

95  67 

~"~Total~~162 

'Of  the  53  houses  occupied,  28  have  the  same  tenants  as  when  the 
Orders  were  made  and  the  remaining  25  are  occupied  under  licences 
issued  under  Defence  Regulation  No. 68a.  Action  for  the  demolition 
of  the  59  vacant  houses  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  is  being  taken 
as  and  when  the  adjoining  occupied  houses  become  vacant. 

(c)  Housing  Act  1949  - Improvement  Grants.  After  a slow  beginning, 
during  1953  owners" of  houses  began  making  enquiries  regarding 
financial  assistance  towards  the  cost  of  improvements  by  way  of 
modern  amenities  etc.  as  provided  for  under  this  Act,  and  during 
the  year  the  Council  approved  grants  in  respect  of  4 dwellings  - 
the  average  grant  per  house  being  '-361.10.0. 

(d)  Rural  Housing  Survey.  Pressure  of  other  duties  by  the  officer 
concerned,  permitted  only  small  progress  on  this  Survey  during  the 
year,  and  the  folio-wing  is  a statement  of  the  position  at  31*12.53: 
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Category 

’ n 

H 

i? 


1. 

Houses 

satisfactory  in  all  respects 

~ TOO 

23*8% 

2. 

Houses 

with  minor  defects 

- 582 

19.8% 

3. 

Houses 

requiring  repair? structural 

35.4% 

alterations  or  improvement 

- 1041 

5 • 

Houses 

beyond 

unfit  for  habitation  and 
repair  at  reasonable  expense 

- 615 

21.0% 

Total 1 

2938 

Notes  These  figures  do  not  include  Council  Houses. 


(o)  New  Housing.  During  the  year  the  Council  built  a further  68 

two-bedroomed  bungalows  and  36  three-bedroomed  houses  ~ making  a 
total  of  6S2  permanent  post-war  dwellings.  Including  the  86 
temporary  post-war  dwellings ? at  the  end  of  1953  the  Council  owned 
a total  of  1403  dwellings?  being  about  23,-  of  the  whole  number  in 
the  District. 


30  new  private  houses  and  bungalow  were  also  erected  in  1953* 

(f)  Overcrowding.  The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  cases  of 
overcrowding  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department , but  do  not 
necessarily  indicate  the  true  state  of  affairs  existing  in  the 
District . 


No.  of  cases  outstanding  at  31*12.52.  3 

No.  of  new  cases  reported  during  1953*  6 

9 

No.  of  cases  abated  1953*  5 

Remaining  in  register  31.12.53.  4 


(g)  Verminous  & Dirty  Premises.  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  again  report 
that  generally  speaking  houses  inspected  during  the  year  have  been 
found  to  be  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  In  only 
three  cases  was  informal  action  necessary* following  which  the 
tenants  took  the  necessary  measures  to  cleanse  and  re-decorate  the 
premises.  Two  cases  of  verminous  premises  came  to  my  notice 5 
which  were  disinfested  by  assistance  from  this  department. 

(h)  Loveable  Dwellings.  The  number  of  moveable  dwellings  licensed 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  during  1953  was  as  follows 


No.  licensed  at  31.12.52. 

New  Licences  issued  in  1953* 

No.  of  moveable  dwellings  removed 
or  ceased  to  be  used  as  such 
during  1953. 

No.  licensed  at  31.12.53.' 


14 

_S 

23 


4 

19 


There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  District. 

All  the  licensed  moveable  dwellings  have  been  inspected 
during  the  year  and  found  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner. 


1/TER  SUPPLIES- 


(a)  Tains  Supplies.  During  1953  a further  5.6  miles  of  new  mains  and 
extensions  were  laid?  as  follows 1- 

Bressingham  ........2330  yds".'  Long  Stratton!  . .1413  yds. 

Starston  ...........  1975  yds.  Tharston  4146  yds. 

The  total  mileage  of  mains  in  use  in  the  District  at  31.12. 53* 
was  75.36 


New  lime  sludge  tanks  were  installed  at  the  Rushall  Water  Plant. 

During  the  month  of  Hay  work  was  commenced  on  the  2 reinforced 
concrete  "ater  Towers  at  Bunwell  and  Burst on?  and  in  August  the 
laying  of  mains  in  connection  with  Stage  II  of  the  mains  water 
scheme  for  supplies  to  the  western  area  of  the  District. 
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The  number  of  dwellings  and  approximate  population  being 
supplied  with  mains  water  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows s- 

Fum ber  of  Houses* 


tO-L  iT  0 C "t»  CO 

By 

Estd. 

Parish 

houses . 

Standpipe 

. Total. 

Pop In . 

Alburgh 

81 

6 

87 

261 

As  lac ton  & Foul ton 

0 7 

J > 

6 

99 

297 

Bressingham 

150 

36 

186 

558 

Brockdish 

71 

5 

76 

228 

Bunwell  L Carleton  Rode 

167 

12 

179 

537 

Denton 

65 

38 

103 

305 

Dickleburgh 

141 

16 

157 

471 

Ear sham 

133 

7 

140 

420 

Borne ett 

15 

„ 

15 

45 

Hemp nail 

176 

28 

204 

612 

Long  Stratton 

223 

33 

262 

786 

Mo  rni  ng  th  or  p e 

36 

11 

47 

141 

Needham 

47 

10 

57 

171 

Pulham  Market 

135 

19 

154 

462 

Pul ham  St. Mary 

146 

8 

154 

462 

Harleston 

462 

74 

536 

1608 

Roydon 

63 

16 

79 

237 

Sc  ole 

232 

6 

238 

714 

Starston 

64 

1 

65  ' 

195 

Tacolneston 

26 

— 

26 

78 

Tas burgh 

84 

5 

89 

267 

Tharston 

40 

2 

42 

126 

Tibenham 

15 

— 

15 

45 

Tivetshall  St. Margaret 

18 

- 

18 

54 

llracton 

5 

4 

9 

27 

Fort well 

30 

— 

__30 

90 

2718 

349 

3067 

3201 

For  comparative  purposes 

the  number 

of  houses 

being  supplied 

with  mains  water  at  the  end  of 

each  of  the 

last  6 years  is  as 

; follows 

Files  of 

No.  of  houses 

Approx. p 

;ercentag 

Year.  main  laid. 

bein  sup- 

plied. 

of  total 

houses. 

1948  7.4 

1158 

20. 

1 

1949  10.8 

1434 

24. 

0 

1950  23.85 

1904 

32. 

1 

1951  10.24 

2463 

41. 

0 

1952  7.50 

2613 

46 . 

8 

1953  5.60 

3067 

50. 

4 

Periodical  check  samples  of  mains  water  have  again  been  taken. 
Of  the  16  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  end  2 for 
chemical  analysis  17  were  reported  as  satisfactory  and  1 'suspicious* 
subsequent  samples  taken  from  the  'suspicious'  supply  were  reported 
as  satisfactory. 

"ater  from  new  mains  and  extensions  is  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  before  such  mains  are  put  into  use,  and 
where  unsatisfactory  reports  are  received  this  is  followed  up  by 
flushing  and  sterilisation  until  satisfactory  results  are  obtained. 
During  the  year  this  involved  the  taking  of  22  samples , 11  of  which 
'were  reported 'as  satisfactory,  3 ’'suspicious'  and  8 ’unsatisfactory'. 

( b ) Other  "rater  Supplies. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken 
during  the  year  and  results  received:- 


16 . 


Bacteriological  Cxamn. 


Cliemi  c a 1 Anal  ys  i s . 


No. 

taken. 

No . 
Fit. 

N o . 

Doubt- 
ful . 

No . 

Unfit. 

No. 

b ak  en . 

No. 
Fi  t . 

No. 

Doubt- 

ful. 

No. 

Unfit. 

Private 

supplies  - 
Shallow  wells. 

82 

16 

r" 

5 

61 

11 

7 

3 

1 

Ponds  etc. 

2 

1 

1 

■- 

- 

-- 

- 

Bores. 

13 

13 

~ 

3 

V. 

J 

— 

- 

Council 

supplies  - 
Shallow  wells. 

10 

5 

1 

4 

Bores • 

— ' 

1 

1 

""" 

Totals  - 

107 

34 

7 

66 

15 

11 

3 

1 

Once  again  I feel  duty  bound  to  call  attention  to  the 
unreliability  of  shallow  wells  as  a constant  source  of  a pure  water 
supply  - only  271  of  samples  submitted  being  reported  as  satisfactory  - 
and  although  experiments  have  shown  that  by  regular  dosing  with  a 
suitable  sterilising  agent  unsatisfactory  supplies  can  be  made 
relatively  safe,  this  should  only  be  regarded  as  a temporary  measure 
until  a more  satisfactory  supply  is  made  available. 


The  comparatively  dry  winter  of  1952/3 
of  shallow  wells  to  drop  rather  more  than  in 
shortages  were  reported  during  the  year,  and 
only  carried  out  to  a very  limited  extent  in 


caused  the  water  levels 
1952,  but  no  serious  water 
Council  water  carting  was 
6 parishes. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


(a)  New  works  carried  out  during  the  year  were  as  follows." 


Hempnall  - Completion  of  the  village  sewerage  scheme  and  disposal 
works • 

Dickleburgh  - Completion  of  the  village  sewerage  scheme  and 
disposal  works. 

Bressingham  - Common  Road  Housing  Site  - Disposal  works,  sewerage 
and  drainage  to  serve  15  houses  (18  Council  Houses 
plus  1 private). 

Carleton  Rode  - Green ways  & Rlaxlands  Housing  Sites  - Disposal 

works,  sewerage  8:  drainage  to  serve  32  houses. 

Tasburgh  - Housing  Site  - off  Turnpike  - Disposal  works, 
sewerage  & drainage  to  serve  20  houses. 

( b ) C esspool  jimp  tying  8.  Night  Soil  Collection. 


The  Dennis  800  gallon  Cesspool  Emptier  has  carried  out  the 
following  work  during  the  year?- 

Total  Nileage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9, 


Cesspool  Emptying? 


No. 
No . 

No. 


of 

loads 

collected 

from 

Council  Housing  Si 

tes  . . o 

of 

loads 

collected 

from 

private  cesspools 

within 

the  Distric 

4" 

U O 0 • 

of 

loads 

collected 

from 

cesspools  outside 

the  District 


512 

288 

511 


Total  loads  collected  . . . 1111 


Night  Soil  Collection^ 


Eeekly  collection  of  the  contents  of  E.C.  pails  has  continued 
in  the  Parishes  of  Harleston,  Pulham  St.  .ary  and  lulhsm  Larket , and  in 
September  1953  the  scheme  was  extended  to  cover  SC  houses  in  the  Parish 
of  V’ortwell.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  5.  Cs.  in  Harleston,  and 
ro- organisation  of  the  rounds  enabled  this  work  to  be  confined  to  two 
nights  per  week  as  previously. 
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Cesspool  contents  continue  to  be  disposed  of  on  suitable  * ' * 
agricultural  land  and  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Hants  at  Tibenham  t 
Thorpe  Abbotts,  and  has  proved  satisfactory.  night  soil  is  still 
being  composted  on  specially  prepared  straw  ’pans’  for  use  as  manure 
and  has  worked  quite  satisfactorily. 

DDFUSD  COLLECTION  & DlSl  OSAL. 

This  service  has  continued  working  quite  satisfactorily  along 
the  same  lines  as  for  the  past  few  years,  (fortnightly  collections  in 
all  parishes  except  Harleston  where  a weekly  service  is  given).  The 
two  Dennis  vehicles  although  another  ye ar  older,  have  continued  to 
give  satisfactory  service,  without  any  serious  disruption  to  the 
collection  rounds  through  break-downs. 

The  Fords on  Utility  Van  was  again  used  for  assistance  in  refuse 
collection  work,  salvage  collection  and  carting  covering  soil  for  the 
tips . 

There  was  one  change  in  the  personnel  of  the  men  employed  on 
this  work  and  through-out  the  year,  the  men  as  a whole,  continued  to 
give  satisfactory  service,  and  am  glad  to  report  that  in  no  incidence 
was  it  found  necessary  to  reprimand  or  take  any  disciplinary  action. 

12  small  extensions  embracing  79  houses  have  been  made  to  the 
refuse  collection  areas  during  the  year,  and  with  the  new  houses 
erected  this  brings  the  total  of  dwellings  now  included  in  this 
service  to  5609  - 92w  of  all  dwellings  in  the  district. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of 
refuse  - the  five  tips  situated  at  Feybread,  Ashwell thorpe , Forncett , 
Hempnall  and  Roydon  still  being  used.  Fith  the  limited  amount  of 
labour  available  every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  these  tips  in  as 
satisfactory  a condition  as  possibles  nuisances  from  flies  and  other 
insects  are  kept  down  by  spraying  the  tip  faces  with  proprietory 
insecticides  and  the  rat-catcher  gives  all  the  tips  regular  treat- 
ments to  keep  down  the  rats. 


Salvage. 


The  low  price  ruling  at  the  end  of  1952  for  salvage  waste  paper 
continued  during  the  year  although  showing  some  slight  improvement 
towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  collection  of  waste  paper  from 
dwellings  and  business  premises  has  therefore  only  been  maintained  on 
a restricted  basis.  A total  of  11  tons  4 cwts.  1 grs.  14  lbs.  was  sold 
during  the  year  for  £35.1.7.  Scrap  Letal  Merchants  paid  £55  for  the 
right  to  salvage  light  scrap  iron  from  the  Refuse  Tips,  and  £1.10.0. 
was  received  from  the  sale  of  scrap  aluminium  refuse  hods. 

SUrSRVIstOK  CD  FOOD  SUP,'  LIDS . 

total  number  of  food  premises  other 
Re;  ister  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 


Food  shops  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Fish  Stalls  . . ...  ...  ... 

Restaurants , hotels , cafes , etc.  . . 

Public  Houses  ... 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  (mills , factories , etc . ) ... 

Total  255 


132 

3 

11 

87 

10 

12 


(a)  Fo o d ?r emi s e s - Gen e ra 1 . The 
than  dairies  on  the  Council's 
as  follows 


Routine  inspections  of  these  premises  have  been  carried  out  and 
generally  speaking  the  cleanliness  of  premises  and  food  handling- 
hygiene  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory.  In  a few  cases  where  lime 
washing  and  re-decorating  of  premises  has  been  found  to  be  overdue 
this  has  been  remedied  following  informal  action,  and  no  serious 
contravention  of  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 1938,  and 
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Food  Handling  Byelaws  have  been  encountered. 

gp) 

(b)  Bakehouses ♦ The  10  premises  in  use  as  bakehouses  at  the  end  of 
IS52  have  ^continued  in  use  during  1953*  and  regular  inspections 
have  found  them  to  be  maintained  in  a clean  and  satisfactory 
condition.  In  connection  with  this  subject  it  is  gratifying  to 
note  that  the  public  demand  for  wrapped  bread  is  gradually 
increasing  and  is  being  met  to  some  extent  by  Bakers  who  supply 
bread  in  the  district*  either  from  their  own  bakehouses  or  from 
premises  situated  in  other  areas. 

( c ) Dairies  & Milk  Distribution.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
16  registered  retail  distributors  of  milk  operating  in  the 
district  (apart  from  producer-retailers  which  are  registered  and 
controlled  by  the  County  Agricultural  Committee).  6 of  these 
operate  from  premises  outside  the  district.  Of  the  other  10* 

3 use  the  dairies  at  producers'  premises*  1 uses  a registered 
dairy*  and  the  other  6 sell  only  milk  which  is  delivered  to  them 
in  bottles. 


Only  a very  small  quantity  of  milk  is  now  sold  from  dip  cons 
in  the  District. 

These  retailers  have  been  kept  under  inspection  and  no 
contraventions  of  the  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations  have  been  observed, 

33  Licences  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk  were  issued  by  the 
Council  as  follows %- 


'Tuberculin  Tested1  Dealers  Licences  ... 
’Tuberculin  Tested'  Supplementary  Licenc, 
’Pasteurised'  Dealers  Licences  ...  ... 

urised'  Supplementary  Licences  ... 


! T 


Past 


Late  in  the  year  intimation  was  : 
Anglia*  including  the  Depwade  area* 
Ministry  of  Food  for  designation  as 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Act* 1943 


11 

5 

11 

_6 

33 


milk  bearing  a spec: 
Tested)  may  be  sold 


il  designation  (e 
but  this  has  not 


’eceived  that  part  of  East 
was  boing  considered  by  the 
a "specified  area"  under  the 
--  i.e.  an  area  in  which  only 


Pasteurised  or  Tuberculin 
:t  come  into  effect. 


(d)  ice  Cream. 


The  number  of  premises  registered  in  the  District  for  the 
manufacture  and/or  sale  of  ice  cream  at  31.12.53.  was  - 

(a)  for  manufacture  and  sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  for  sale  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

33 

The  38  registered  vendors  all  sell  ice-cream  pre-packed  as 
received  from  manufacturers  outside  the  District.  All  the 
premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  no  case  of  a 
contravention  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  or  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat 
Treatment)  Regulations  was  found. 


(e)  Meat  Inspection.  As  there  is  no  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse 
situated  in  the  District*  meat  inspection  is  largely  confined  to 
the  meat , offal  and  meat  products  offered  for  sale  in  the  retail 
butchers  shops*  No  cases  of  unsound  meat  etc.  offered  for  sale 
were  found  in  the  course  of  routine  inspections  at  these  shops* 
but  the  following  meat  was  examined  and  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  at  butchers  shops  at  the  request  of  the  butchers 
c on  c e rn  e d - 


(f) 


Home  Killed  meat  & Offal  - 2 Si  lbs 

Inspection  and  Con domnaticn  of  C t M 
summarised  list  of  all  other  feels 
the  year  - 


Imported  Meat  - 72f  lbs 

r Foods.  The  following  is 
condemned  in  the  District 


a 

during 


11  tins  of  Pleat  - 28{lbs . 15  tins  of  L'ilk  - 13  >7  lbs. 

6 tins  of  fish  - 2ilbs.  fish  - 29  st. 

187  tins  of  fruit  Butter  - 8-|  lbs. 

c:  Vegetables  ”2201  lbs. 

FACT  CRIBS  AND  ^CRIlSHOAS. 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  Council’s  register  at 
December  31st , 1953 , was  as  follows;- 

Factories  using  mechanical  power  ...  ...  74 
Factories  without  mechanical  power  . . ...  10 

84 

During  the  year  119  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made 
and  in  3 cases  premises  were  found  to  require  limewashing  of  the  walls 
and  ceilings  and  in  one  case  the  sanitary  accommodation  provided  for 
employees  was  found  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  In  all  4 
cases  the  required  work  was  carried  out  following  informal  action. 
Inspections  were  also  carried  out  at  places  where  building  operations 
have  been  in  progress  to  ensure  that  satisfactory  temporary  sanitary 
arrangements  have  been  provided  for  workmen. 

Only  one  factory  in  the  District  is  known  to  employ  outworkers 
and  the  statutory  notification  .list  received  in  August  1953  from  this 
firm  contained  the  names  of  only  two  outworkers.  Cne  of  these  resided 
outside  the  District  (and  was  duly  referred  to  the  Council  concerned) 
and  the  other  place  of  work  has  been  inspected  and  found  to  be 
satisfact  ory. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Council's  Rodent  Operator  during  the  year  - 

Local  Dwelling  Agric-  Other 

Authority  houses  cultural  prem- 

property.  (Incl.C.Hs.)  property ses.  Total. 


No. of  inspections  of 
properties  as  a result  of 
notification,  or  in  the 


course  of  survey. 

61 

2621 

202 

201 

3085 

No. of  infestations  found 

(a) 

18 

75 

c 

19 

121 

(a)  i.inor,  (b)  Major. 

00 

25 

9 

11 

3 

48 

No. of  treatments  carried 

out . 

43 

84 

20 

22 

169 

No. of  dead  rats  picked  up 

• 

259 

197 

83 

20 

559 

The  various  sewerage  systems  in  the  District  were  again  test 
baited  for  rats,  and  no  evidence  of  infestation  was  found. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  CONTROL. 

'Then  requested  by  the  Medical  Officer  the  usual  investigations 
have  been  made  at  premises  where  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease 
have  occurred  to  ensure  the  satisfactory  isolation  of  patients, 
exclusion  and  swabbing  of  contacts  attending  schools  or  employed  in  any 
food  trade,  and  generally  to  see  that  all  reasonable  steps  are  taken  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  ’There  the  private  doctor  or  house- 
holder has  requested  it , fumigation  of  infected  rooms  has  been  carried 
out.  This  has  also  been  done  incases  of  rooms  previously  occupied  by 
patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  Cancer.  (Figures  as 
to  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurring  in  the  District 
during  the  year  are  contained  in  the  Nedical  Officer's  section  of  the 
Report ). 

F.H. BORDEN. 

Senior  Sanitary  inspector. 

20. 


